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pamphlet, so that one can readily follow here in broad outlines the specific facts 
which Professor Eimer has adduced in demonstration of his views. Eimer's theory 
rests, as is well known, on his doctrine of organic growth, which asserts that 
' ' transmutation takes place exactly as does the growth of any single individual 
' ' being, through the transmission of acquired characters, that is, through the given 
"constitution of the animal and the effects of outward influences." The funda- 
mental proposition of the theory is that of the orthogenetic or definite variation 
of species, which are declared to be "essentially nothing else than stages of evolu- 
tion interrupted at definite points in the developmental path, a standstill," which 
the author calls " genepistasis, that is, cessation of transformation on the part of 
a given kindred or generation (from ykvoq and eirtarda^)." The discussions are di- 
rected specially against the position of Weismann. Professor Eimer's theories are 
closely allied to the work of American inquirers of the Neo-Lamarckian school and 
consequently will be received with interest. p. 

Africa : Antropologia deixa Stirpe Camitica (Specie Eurafricana). By Giu- 
seppe Sergi. Turin : Bocca Brothers. Pages, xv+426. 
.This volume is number one of a Biblioteca di Scienze Moderne which the 
editors propose to issue in two series : the first in octavo form to comprehend only 
works of the most strictly scientific character, thus furnishing a medium for the 
publication of researches of Italian scientists whose work might not otherwise find 
its way to public notice ; the second to consist of small i6mo. volumes containing 
matter of a somewhat popular nature. It is to the first of these series that the 
work before us belongs. Typographically it represents a high standard. One 
hundred and eighteen illustrations and a chart showing the geographical distribu- 
tion of the peoples of Camitic or Hamitic stock in Africa add interest to its pages. 
Professor Sergi announces that it is only the first part of his treatment of the sub- 
ject. In a subsequent book he will consider the Camitic stock ' ' diffused and estab- 
lished in Europe from time immemorial, anterior to history and to traditions" 
(preface). He here treats exhaustively of the physical characteristics of the east- 
ern and northern branches of the Camitic stock, the eastern branch including the 
Egyptians, the Ethiopians, the Nubians, Abyssinians, and other peoples ; and the 
northern branch, the Lybians, Berbers, Tebuans, Fulbians, and the inhabitants of 
the Canary islands. 

In this book Professor Sergi displays a method worthy of imitation in all such 
researches. Like some of the laity he finds little satisfaction in the attempts to 
classify human races by color of skin, hair or eyes, a cross-section of the hair, 
stature, cephalic index, facial form, and such like characteristics, declaring that 
the employment of such criteria produces a chaos, and is not a true method of 
classification. The continued use of such a method warrants the statement, he 
thinks, that "in spite of the progress of the natural sciences, systematic anthropol- 
ogy has not advanced a single step" (preface). What then is the method he pro- 
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poses to follow ? I shall answer by quoting his words : " It is necessary, it seems 
to me, to begin over, as if up to the present no classification existed, and with a 
simple and rational method : to try to find out, that is, among the different physical 
characteristics which are constant and which are variable ; to examine by means 
of the constant characteristics a human group without any regard to its history 
and its culture ; to establish the characteristics which analysis has revealed, and to 
follow them in other human groups in geographical distribution, without preoccu- 
pying ourselves too much with secondary characteristics and with the variations 
which occur in them ; to explain, in fine, the causes of these variations, and to de- 
termine the human variety" (preface). As to constant characteristics Professor 
Sergi maintains here as elsewhere that they are to be found in cranial forms. 
Neither the influence of external physical conditions nor the mingling of races has 
caused these forms to vary. Not only the forms but also the average volume of 
the cranium has remained from the earliest times immutable and unaltered (p. 7). 
Whether this is correct or not there will doubtless be some dispute. Nevertheless, 
the method applied is commendable. 

The first problems, then, for the anthropologist to grapple with are of a gene- 
ral nature and may be stated as follows : 

1. "Are there any established and persistent fundamental physical character- 
istics of a race through all time and in spite of the infiltration of different ethnical 
elements ? 

2. "Are there alterations of these physical characteristics on account of ex- 
terior physical conditions or of mixing, which may produce a hybrid stock ? 

3. " May it be admitted that a race, numerous and distributed over an ex- 
tended area, under diverse physical conditions, may be separated into different 
groups which preserve the fundamental physical features unaltered, while they as- 
sume variations which distinguish and separate them ? 

These questions being answered, Professor Sergi is ready to consider the par- 
ticular branch of the human race known as the Camitic. The following questions 
then arise : 

1. "What are the physical characteristics of the Camitic race ancient and 
modern ? 

2. "What is the area of its distribution, and is the actual population of a 
given region Camitic or descendents of the ancient and primitive race ? 

3. " What stock, or race, or variety constitutes the Camitic, and into what and 
how many groups is it divided ?" (See pp. 3-4.) 

In answering these questions a mass of anthropological facts are exhibited that 
is astonishing. Not only so, but in the treatment of each people a resume of the 
opinions of other writers makes the book a compendium of information in regard 
to what has been said by reputable anthropologists concerning the people of the 
dark continent. 

Professor Sergi arrives at the conclusion that the people he studies constitute 
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a species, which species he denominates Eurafricano, using the word, however, 
in a sense different from that adopted by Keane and Brinton. Egyptians, Abys- 
sinians, and Berbers are, then, according to this conclusion, of the same race as 
Italians, Greeks, and Spaniards. All have had a common centre of origin. Doubt- 
less this kinship will be disclaimed. But the effort to do so may lead to further 
light upon the ever-interesting problem of the origin of the human race. 

I. W. Howerth. 

On Chinese Philosophy. By Dr. Paul Carus, Religion of Science Library, 
No. 30. Pages, 6o-|- Chicago : The Open Court Publishing Co. London : 
Kegan Paul, Trench, Triibner & Co. 1898. Price, 25 cents. 
Dr. Carus's Chinese Philosophy treats of the development of the main char- 
acteristic features of Chinese thought, especially with reference to the Kxva, or 
Ying and Yang, system of permutations. The subject is discussed in all its phil- 
osophical bearings, the various theories to which it has given rise are dealt with, 
and notably Leibnitz's ingenious attempt to explain it by the binary system of num- 
bers is thoroughly ventilated. The systems are considered as an outgrowth of the 
Chinese national character and are in turn made to explain much of the subsequent 
development of that character. There is much history, and also numerous phil- 
osophical and ethical reflexions woven into the texture of the argument, and since 
accounts of Chinese philosophy generally are rare, Dr. Carus's booklet will be wel- 
come to all who would gain a glimpse into this singular and unique manifestation 
of the human mind. The brochure is illustrated with many diagrams and figures 
and is adorned with Chinese characters. p. 

Traits Elementaire db Mecanique Chimique Fondee sur la Thermodyna- 
mique. Par P. Duhem, Professeur de physique theorique a la faculte des 
science de Bordeaux. Tome II. Vaporisation et modifications analogues. 
Continuity entre l'£tat liquide et l'etat gazeux. Dissociation des gaz parfaits. 
Paris : A. Hermann. 1898. Pages, 378. Price, 12 francs. 
The second volume of Duhem's Traite Elementaire de Mecanique Chimique 
completes the work. The three books, of which the present volume consists, deal : 
(1) with vaporisation and analogous modifications, embracing saturated vapors, the 
theory of ebullition, fusion and allotropic modifications, dissociation, etc. ; (2) with 
the continuity between the liquid and the gaseous states, embracing a discussion of 
critical points, the principle of James Thomson and the theory of Maxwell, the 
equation of compressibility of fluids, the specific heats of fluids, the adiabatic trans- 
formations of saturated vapors ; and (3) with dissociation in systems containing 
mixtures of perfect gases, including the laws relative to the specific volumes and 
specific heats of perfect gases, mixtures of perfect gases, dissociation in homogene- 
ous gaseous systems, density of a dissociable gaseous combination, specific heats of 
a dissociable gaseous combination, etc. The author, M. P. Duhem, is Professor of 



